
systems&patternprintmaking



A system is a set of interacting or 
interdependent components forming a 

complex/intricate whole

A pattern is a regularity in the world or 
in a manmade design. As such, the 
elements of a pattern repeat in a 

predictable manner.



natural

where we see systems and patterns in the 
natural world...









manmade

where we see systems and patterns in our 
manmade world...









geometric

systems and patterns can be….





organic

systems and patterns can be….





printmaking



steven sorman

An artist who deals with systems and 
patterns as a printmaker….









search  google, collect 10
images of 

• natural

• manmade

• geometric

• organic

systems and patterns



 use your collected images 
as resources to sketch. 

combine natural and 
manmade systems and 
patterns to create 
interesting designs.

think: shape, space, rhythm 
and repetition, line, 
proportion and scale… 

fold paper into 4 and 
create 8 sketches (4 
sketches on each side) 


